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Introduction 
Cloughside College is a special school which provides education to inpatients and 
outpatients at Prestwich hospital, Fairfield hospital and in the community. Young people are 
on roll at Cloughside whilst they are patients in the hospitals or if they are receiving 
education in the community delivered by Cloughside staff. The school is a short stay 
provision and the majority of admissions are controlled by the hospital.  
 
Cloughside may also work with young people on request of the authority. This would be to 
support young people in the community to receive education either virtually, or in person. 
Whilst these young people may not be attending the college sites in Prestwich or Bury they 
will be placed on the school roll for as long as education is being provided. 
 
Purpose 
 
This policy describes the admissions and discharge procedures at the college. 
 
  
Guidelines 

Cloughside College draws its intake exclusively from The Gardener Unit (a medium secure 
forensic mental health facility) Junction 17,  Hope and Horizon Units and through the section 
19 panel. 

The Gardener Unit 

The Gardener Unit provides education to young people with serious mental illness or 
concern of a significant psychiatric disorder with significant levels of risk. These will be 
young people who require assessment and/or treatment and/or rehabilitation, and who 
could not otherwise safely receive this in a non-secure hospital setting or custody setting.  

The Gardener Unit is one of a number of medium secure Adolescent Forensic units across 
the country providing highly specialised care in a secure environment. The unit contains ten 
beds and is for boys between the ages of 11 and 18 years.  

Adolescent Forensic Mental Health Assessment is multi-disciplinary, comprehensive and 
holistic; this includes psychiatric, neurological, psychological and educational assessments. 
Treatment interventions are cognitive-behavioural in emphasis and also draw upon 
psychodynamic therapies. 

 

Junction 17 and Hope Horizon Units 



 
 

These CAMHS tier 4 settings works to help young people with significant mental health 
needs and who may pose a high risk to themselves and others. The service aims to provide 
comprehensive assessment and treatment to young people for mental illness or psychiatric 
disorder, for which enhanced community treatment is no longer viable or safe. This can 
include where young people are detained under the Mental Health Act. 

These units provide mental health treatment and support to young people aged between 13 
and 18 years old who live anywhere in the UK. 

Learners remain on roll at Cloughside as long as they continue to be an inpatient or an 
outpatient of The Gardener Unit, Junction 17 or Pennine CAMHS at Fairfield hospital. 

Learners may be supported by out-reach after discharged if a course is very close to 
completion and if the support is agreed by both the College and the Clinical Team. In most 
cases it will not be appropriate for this to occur as the young person is working with the 
Community CAMHS team. 

Section 19 Education 

Bury local authority have a duty under section 19 of the education act to provide education 
to those young people who are too unwell to attend school. A representative from 
Cloughside will attend the section 19 panel which decides whether a young person meets a 
threshold of need. Where there is capacity in staffing Cloughside may provide education to 
such young people in the community. The College may be required to support the Local 
Authority to deliver section 19 in certain situations when a student is not a patient of a 
hospital . A student may be added to the school roll on discussion with the Local Authority. 

Admission agreement to the community classrooms at the Radcliffe site will be made in 
agreement with the Local Authority Officer responsible for community education. 
Admissions will be made following agreement by the section 19 panel that section 19 duty is 
met. It is anticipated that the community education will involve 12-15 young people. 

Procedures  

Admission 

On admission, new learners are interviewed by a member of SLT or our College liaison 
officer. Home schools are contacted to obtain information around safeguarding, background 
and curriculum.  

Learner details are placed on SIMs and community schools are contacted as soon as possible 
in order that continuity of education is maintained. 

Learners sign a college/student agreement which set out appropriate behaviour and 
responsibilities whilst in college. Safeguarding concerns are requested from home schools.  

Fisher Family trust is used to obtain prior attainment data, for KS4 learners it is also used to 
obtain the number of school moves and attendance at each key stage. Learner Records 
Service is also used to obtain information on prior courses and qualifications. 



 
 

At our hospital sites the college attends Care Programme Approach (CPA) meetings as a way 
of maintaining communication with the learner’s home school. For all admissions the 
College Liaison Officer or Unit leaders keeps an open dialogue with the home school. 

 

Discharge 

Learners are removed from roll once students are discharged from hospital or once the 
Local Authority section 19 educational offer ceases. 

Once a learner has been discharged, parents/carers/social workers, home schools and the 
LA are notified via letters. The home school is also sent information about the young person.  
Home schools are notified of any safeguarding concerns.  

The learner is removed from SIMS and parents are contacted to discuss how they found the 
education and whether there are any improvements that could be made.  

A discharge follow up telephone call is made to parents/carers to discuss the learner’s 
current education and offer support.  

Conclusion 

The role of the college is to provide continuity of schooling for those young people still in full 
time education but who are currently inpatients or outpatients of Greater Manchester 
Mental Health or Pennine Care Trust or on behalf of Bury Local Authority where section 19 
duty is met. 
 
Where a patient is not in full time education the college will seek to provide a meaningful 
programme of study with appropriate accreditation in order to improve life chances. The 
aim being supporting recovery and focusing on next steps. 
 
Our admissions come through The Gardener Unit, Junction 17, Hope unit and the Local 
Authority section 19 panel. Parents, schools and Local Authorities cannot make a direct 
application to the school.  As a result the school should not be named as permanent 
provision on EHCPs as learners are no longer able to attend Cloughside College when they 
cease to be patients of the hospitals or when they return to schools or colleges in the 
community. 


