
  

  

 

  

Cloughside College SEN Information Report 2025-2026   

   

We are a special school providing education for children from a wide geographical area. 

They are unable to access their usual school because of acute mental health needs, being 

placed in a medium secure unit or being provided with section 19 education in the 

community on behalf of Bury Local Authority. It is the objective of the college to provide an 

inclusive educational environment for each learner with the opportunity to fulfil his/her 

potential. We therefore believe that: -   

   

• All teachers are teachers of students with Specific Educational Needs. It is therefore 

a whole-college responsibility requiring a whole-school response.   

• All teachers should deliver the National Curriculum programmes of study in ways 

that meet the particular learning requirements of their learners.   

• We operate an equality policy for all learners (Equality Act 2010).   

• We operate a zero-tolerance policy on bullying.   

• All learners have access to a broad, balanced yet relevant curriculum which is 

differentiated to ensure continuing progress. We aim to ensure continuity by liaising 

with the student’s home school/college. 

• We identify and assess students with SEN on entry and provide a flexible and 

staged structure of provision to meet all identified needs.   

• In order to achieve their potential, learners with SEN may require additional 

resourcing to meet their needs. This may be in the form of individualised planning, 

modification of materials, provision of specific teaching or technological aids, and/or 

the allocation of additional teaching or specialised teaching from outside agencies 

when the need arises. Staffing ratio is also considered.  

• All staff will develop their awareness of special educational needs and the 

appropriate professional skills to respond to them.  

• Parents/carers/ should be involved as partners in the education of their children.   

• All children and young people have rights (The Children’s Act 2004 and Equality Act 

2010) that we value and recognise.  

• All learners should be valued equally as individuals taking into consideration other 

factors which contribute to learning, behaviour, wellbeing and state of mind.   

• All learners with SEN will have the opportunities to acquire core key skills in literacy, 

numeracy and ICT.   

• All learners with SEN will be actively involved in the decision making process and 

encouraged to express their views where possible. These views will be taken into 

account when planning their curriculum.   

 

SEN Information Report Updates (2025): 

In line with the latest developments in SEND provision, this SEN Information Report has 

been updated to reflect current national data, statutory guidance, and best practice. As of 

January 2025, the number of children and young people with Education, Health and Care 

(EHC) plans has risen significantly, reflecting increasing demand for tailored support. The 

school acknowledges the ongoing financial pressures on SEND department for local 

authorities and outlines how resources will be managed effectively to ensure equitable 

support for all pupils. 

The school provides a broad range of support to meet pupils’ diverse needs, including: 



  

  

 

  

• Assessment and Identification: Early identification of additional needs and 

regular monitoring of progress. 

• Individualised Support Plans: Personalised learning strategies, reasonable 

adjustments, and access to EHC plans where appropriate. 

• Curriculum Access: Adaptations to ensure all pupils can engage meaningfully in 

the full curriculum, including extra support, differentiated teaching, and assistive 

technologies. 

• Pastoral and Emotional Support: Access to wellbeing services, mentoring, and 

counselling for pupils with social, emotional, or mental health needs. 

• Collaboration with External Agencies: Engagement with health, social care, and 

specialist services to provide coordinated support. 

• Inclusive Practices: Ensuring that pupils with SEND are fully included in school 

life, enrichment activities, and community opportunities. 

• Parent and Pupil Involvement: Working closely with families and pupils to co-

produce plans, review progress, and seek feedback on support. 

 

The school remains committed to implementing recommendations for systemic reform, 

promoting inclusive education, and responding flexibly to emerging needs. This SEN 

Information Report will continue to be reviewed and updated to ensure compliance with 

statutory requirements, reflect evolving best practice, and meet the changing needs of our 

pupils. 

   

 

Children and Families Act 2014 – SEN Information Cloughside College Report   

   

The Special Educational Needs and Disability Code of Practice (January 2015) places a 

duty on local authorities to publish a local offer, setting out in one place, information about 

provision available across education, health and social care for children and young people 

who have SEN or disability.   

   

1. The kinds of special educational needs for which provision is made at school   

   

• Mental health needs by admission through CAMHS    

• Communication and interaction need this includes children who have difficulties 

including autistic spectrum condition.    

• Cognition and Learning needs; this includes children who have learning difficulties like 

dyslexia, dyspraxia.   

• Social, Emotional and behavioural needs.   

The College has an inclusive approach, and students are educated in small groups with 

some interventions on an individual basis.   

 

Mental Health Support within school 

 

Gemma Johnson (SENCo) is the Designated Senior Lead for Mental Health to oversee the 

approach to mental health and wellbeing. She is also a mental health first aid trainer for 

Mental Health England and delivers training to local schools surrounding mental health.  

 



  

  

 

  

Information about the school’s policies for the identification and assessment of 

pupils with special educational needs   

   

The vast majority of students are dual registered with a home school and assessment 

of pupils may well have started prior to admission. Cloughside College ensures the 

following:   

   

• Information is requested from the previous school on transfer. Where information is 

not forthcoming there is always follow up.   

• The SENCO will make contact with parents / carers of any young people identified 

as having additional needs to discuss any concerns.   

• On entry students will carry out baseline assessments and the assessments 

carried out will vary depending on need.   

• Assessments take place within subject areas to ensure appropriate progress. If a 

young person is identified as not making the appropriate progress the 

multidisciplinary team will be informed and contact with parents/carers be made if 

this is deemed appropriate.   

• Where school, parents or a young person has a concern that requires a particular 

assessment or specialist advice this will be discussed a weekly disciplinary team 

meeting so that additional support may be put in place. If required Parents or 

carers permission will be requested and consultation will occur.   

• Contact with home school will be maintained by the admin team and follow up 

discussion from SENCo where necessary 

   

 

 

2. Information about the school’s policies for making provision for pupils with 

Special Educational Needs   

   

   

• Students with an Education Health and Care plan have a formal annual review. 

This is usually put in place by the home school. Where a student is not dual 

registered it is the responsibility of the SENCO to ensure       

     this is in place.   

• Teaching groups are small allowing ensuring pupils receive a high quality of 

education enabling them to realise their academic potential. Class sizes range 

from 1:1 teaching in some classes on the Gardener Unit to 6 in Junction 17.   

• If we feel a student needs an EHCP in place we will work closely with the multi-

disciplinary team, parents, home schools and the young person to submit a plan to 

their local authority. 

• Staff ensure all SEN pupils receive the support they need to make progress and 

remove barriers to them achieving their potential through a full team approach.   

• Staff differentiate appropriately in lessons taking into account the needs of their 

students.   



  

  

 

  

• Parents and carers are informed of any support their young person is receiving, 

and they are given regular feedback on progress.   

  

The school has a fully inclusive policy and students regardless of their special need or 

disability. All learners with SEN share the same access to all social activities and extra- 

curricular activities.  Learners with very specific and challenging needs may require extra 

support but will not be discriminated against joining in any activity without good cause. The 

decision on whether a student should take part in an activity is made by medical staff.   

   

3. The name and contact details of the SEN Co-coordinator    

   

Cloughside College SEN Co-ordinator is Gemma Johnson   

Contact details are:  

Cloughside College   

Bury New Rd, Prestwich,   

Manchester M25 3BL   

0161 772 4625   

   

   

4. Information about the expertise and training of staff in relation to children and 

young people with special educational needs and how specialist expertise will 

be secured   

   

• Teaching and support staff have a range of experience in different settings including 

mainstream schools, Further Education, Secure Units, the Prison Service, Primary 

Schools, and Special Schools.   

• Due to the fact that students are patients we use a multi-disciplinary approach to 

enable recovery to take place. There is a weekly multidisciplinary team meeting 

about every young person in school. The team includes social workers, education 

staff, doctors, psychologists, therapists and members of the nursing team.   

• Additional training for teachers and support staff is accessed regularly both whole 

school and on an individual basis where necessary.   

• Outreach support for other schools surrounding mental health has been developed 

this year. This has been arranged and devised via Elms Bank teaching school.  

 

Information about how equipment and facilities will be secured   

   

The SENCO works closely with parents, pupils and agencies involved with 

individual pupils in determining and securing appropriate equipment to ensure that 

any barriers to learning are removed as far as this is possible.   

   

   

 

 



  

  

 

  

   

5. Arrangements for consulting parents of children with special educational needs 

about, and involving them in the education of their child   

   

• Parents or carers are welcome to contact College at any time to discuss any 

concerns and will be contacted should a concern arise at school.   

• Parents or carers are given regular feedback on the progress their young person is 

making.   

• Parents are given the opportunity to meet staff and discuss the progress and 

attainment their young person is making.   

• Parents or carers of a young person with SEN will be contacted on entry by the 

SENCO to ensure that staff are as well informed as they can be and any concerns 

they may have discussed.   

• Parents are contacted at parents evening to discuss the progress of their child 

   

   

6. Arrangements for consulting young people about, and involving them in their 

education   

   

 Pupils’ views are sought through the year. Students present views at CPA meetings 

which are attended by college staff.  As well as monthly student voice meetings.  

   

7. Arrangements made by the Governing Body in relation to complaints from 

parents of pupils with special educational needs concerning the provision made 

at the school   

   

 Any parent/carer who wishes to discuss, complain or make observations about the 

Special Needs provision (The Education Regulations 2011) for their son/daughter 

should: -   

•Telephone or make an appointment to see the SENCO who will review the situation and 

arrange for it to be discussed within 5 working days of the complaint being made.  •If the 

query is not solved satisfactorily, they should contact the Headteacher who will 

investigate the complaint and arrange a discussion within 5 working days.   

•Should parents/carers still feel their complaint has not been reasonably concluded, they 

have the right to complain further to the Chairman of the Governing Body via the college 

(Tel 0161 772 4625) or the Headteacher (0161 772 4626).   

   

   

8. How the Governing Body involves other bodies, including health and social 

services, local authority support services, and voluntary organisations, in 

meeting the needs of pupils with special educational needs and in supporting 

families of such pupils   

   



  

  

 

  

• The school governing body has a SEND Designated Governor, Mr Ian Chambers, 

who can be contacted by letter or telephone at School.   

• School has access to a range of services provided by Bury LEA.   

 

9. Contact details of support services for parents / carers of pupils with special 

educational needs, including those for arrangements made in accordance with 

section 32 (mediation).   

   

• This information will be set out in the local authority (see point 14.) offer and will 

include support services for parent with SEN.   

 

SEND Team   

3 Knowsley Place,    

Duke Street, Bury, BL9 0EJ   

Telephone: 0161 253 5642   

 

 Bury SEND Information, Advice and Support Service (IASS)   

      Suite 36,  Imperial 

House,    

79-81 Hornby Street,    

Bury, BL9 5BN   

Telephone:  0161 705 4366   

  E-mail:    Fiona@iassbury.co.uk   

  Website:  www.iassbury.co.uk   

 

 Independent Support Service, Together Trust Telephone:  0161 283 4848/07557 

801954 E-mail:    isduty@togethertrust.org.uk Website:     

www.togethertrust.org.uk/what-we-do/family-support/independent-support-services   

   

10. The school’s arrangements for supporting pupils with special educational needs 

in a transfer between phases of education or in preparation for adulthood and 

independent living.   

   

The key transition points for any young person in secondary education are:   

   

Year 6 to Year 7   

Year 9 to Year 10   

Year 10 and 11 towards Post 16 Provision   

   

For students at with an Educational Health Care Plan (EHC Plan) the Annual Review will 

also examine Post-16. Students are supported through the use of Connexions.   

Due to the nature of our provision, as a hospital school, young people attending the 

College will also be subject to additional transition points. These include:   



  

  

 

  

   

• Admission to the college   

• Reintegration, partial or fully, into a mainstream secondary school setting.   

• Starting a vocational or alternative education placement   

• For a small number of students, movement into a different tier of mental health 

provision, for example medium secure units.   

• Exit to Adult Mental Health Services.   

The College staff use strategies such as:   

 

• A personalised plan for attendance at college, gradually increasing in time. A 

personalised curriculum offer dependent on age. Organised visits to and from the 

home school 

• 1:1 sessions to allow a reduction in anxiety surrounding busy environments 

• Career’s advice and 1:1 sessions to help with future planning 

• Attendance at MDT meetings to discuss strategies and support.  

  

Relationship and Sex Education with SEN students  

RSE must be accessible for all pupils. This can include students with Autism, Dyslexia, 

visual Impairments and hearing difficulties. Resources and sessions will be tailored and 

individualised to fit the specific needs of the students. Resources will include pictorial 

books, sensory stories and written format.  Cloughside will be mindful of the preparing for 

adulthood outcomes as set out in the SEND code of practice, when teaching these 

subjects to those with SEND. 

Cloughside College is aware that some pupils are more vulnerable to exploitation, bullying 

and engaging in unhealthy relationships due to the nature of their SEND. RSE can also be 

particularly important subjects for some pupils for example those with social, emotional 

and mental health needs or learning disabilities.  

As with all teaching for these subjects, we will ensure that the delivery is sensitive, age-

appropriate, developmentally appropriate and delivered with reference to the law. 

   

11.Information on where the local authority local offer is published   

   

The S.E.N.D Local Offer offers information for parents, in a single place, which helps them 

to understand what services they and their family can expect from a range of agencies in 

Bury and beyond.   

   

You will find information about national and local services and organisations which can 

offer support to Bury families.  There are also details of clubs, groups and activities 

especially for children and young people with disabilities and special educational needs 

(SEN).   

 



  

  

 

  

https://www.theburydirectory.co.uk/kb5/bury/directory/localoffer.page  
 

 
Gemma Johnson 
SENCo 
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